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Abstract

This master thesis aims to investigate the enantioselective analysis of methorphan enantiomers and
their metabolites in post mortem blood samples utilizing high-performance liquid chromatography-
tandem mass spectrometry (HPLC-MS/MS). The in-depth exploration of this issue has not been
undertaken yet, despite its significant importance within the field of forensic toxicology. By employing
this method, experts can effectively detect traces of methorphan enantiomers in biological samples,

enabling them to draw further conclusions based on these findings.

The central research question addressed in this thesis is: Can the identification of methorphan
enantiomers and their metabolites in post mortem blood samples be achieved through the application

of high-performance liquid chromatography-tandem mass spectrometry?

To address this research question, an experiment was conducted using post mortem blood samples. The
results revealed the presence of the controlled drug, levomethorphan, and its metabolite, levorphanol,
in 7 out of 50 blood samples. Based on the available information, it is hypothesized that the presence

of these substances in the blood may have contributed to the fatal outcome.

Consequently, the experiment establishes that high-performance liquid chromatography-tandem mass
spectrometry can successfully identify methorphan, its enantiomers, and their metabolites in post-

mortem blood samples.
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b0 1. Jo05e9gx39dEGVIO0 LoMbMEO JOMA>BHMYMIRB0, GobgdMMO Aol L3gEHOMIGEHMO

3.3 60330l dmIbYdS

03009m 10 Ls3gb@®ogmam Lobyxss s mommgnmedo d9a35J3l 1 e Lobberols 6odwmdo,
305390 5 I JEmOHMBMOT0:0000wo3gAHG0 911 msbsgsmomdoom s 100 93¢ 1%
056005539, MM 15300050 53030M® IBSZIMYO sMEOMJwgdOLLL. sdol d9dg 356K M3
5 Pmomo, 3000369000 MEIEGHGMdYIOM00  5d5Dsbsdo 10 fmmom s 999gy  390093L9dm
3953Moxmasdo 6500 dMmboo 10 (ool 20bdsg3wrmdsdo. 530l 8999y MmOPbMo  gobs
39005335938 LObYsMgdd0 o 58M3AMMdM. FIMO Bl 3bLboo 100 93¢ dgomsbmendo,
3B0WGHM3M 353008 BOEBHMOM s BY3593L 60TMT0 35S 305egdTo Folosbs0BYdMs.
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3.4 609930l 565¢0Bo s F9gRgOOL ©F)T5390s

Bodmdo 359b5e0Bgdm  JoMow® 139BHBg Lux Cellulose-3s dMmIM3 Bobo 30Ygbgdm
99005bmmbs s fgwol botggl, 97/3 msbogs@mdom 5 mM 58mbowdol s39GoGMb ghms,
0bogoMmgds 1 93¢, MRM 9gommoom (obowgm 3bGowwo 1.) 80bs3sb LbEobod@s 30ygb9dm
©9JbGHOMOHR6 D-3 s g3mOmRsbmen D-3.

3bMowo 1. 3sb B3gJGHO™IYGHMOOL 356539BHEMYO0 sbsEobolm30L.

99399 E®Oo Iobd 000535600 36MHM©ogd
2/8meo ombo m/z ombo m/z
©9JbGHO@IgOMORB0 271,4 272,4 215,1
213,1
171,1
147,1
©930M390mOHR60 271,4 272,4 215,1
213,1
171,1
147,1
©9JLGHOMOG6O 257,4 258,0 201,0
199,0
157,1
258,4
93MOHRbmwo 257,4 258,0 196,1
151,1
©97bGHOMIGNMOHRB-3 274,4 275,4 218,2
216,1
174,1
150,1
930MOHRbmr-3 260,4 261,0 199,1
157,1
©9JbGHOMOR6-3 260,4 261,0 157,1
133,2

LosbogroBm bogmogmgds
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1535¢0dMM 3M5x3030L dLsRYds© 350DoEYdm 603MTgdl Fbsmo 3MbEIBEMs309d0m obowgm

gbcoo 2.

3b®0owo 2. 1EsbIMEMMo 6030009MGdgd0L 3mb396GOSE0900.

Nominal Concentration Added Volume Final
(ng/ml) (mkl) Volume
N | DX |LV |Dext |Levorp | DXM- | Dextro | DXm | LVM | Dext | Levo
M |M |roph |hanol | D3 phan- | 10m | 10mk | roph | rpha
an D3 kg/m | g/ml |an nol
| Imk | 1mk
g/ml | g/ml
1 0 0 0 0 100 100 0 0 0 0 1200
2 20 (20 |10 10 100 100 20 20 10 10 1260
3 50 (50 |20 20 100 100 50 50 20 20 1340
4 100 | 100 | 30 30 100 100 100 | 100 30 30 1460
5 200 | 200 | 40 40 100 100 200 | 200 40 40 1680
6 300 | 300 | 50 50 100 100 300 | 300 50 50 1900
7 400 | 400 | 60 60 100 100 40 40 60 60 1400
8 600 | 600 | 80 80 100 100 60 60 80 80 1480
9 800 | 800 | 100 100 100 100 80 80 100 | 100 | 1560
10 | 100 | 100 | 150 150 100 100 100 | 100 150 | 150 | 1700
0 0

LBOBIOGHIOL 35565¢00DYOM MEXIM, IO S 08539 30MMDdYOT0, S FTMY394s3L IMbs39900L

Lodmoem, HMIEOL godmygqbgdomsi 3939000 15350dMM 4M5530390L (0b. bab. 6-9)

1500

1000

500

DXM/DXM-D3

__—

y =1.0286x + 133.19
R?=0.9669

/

¢ DXM/DXM-d3 bsdwgscom

/

Linear (DXM/DXM-d3
L5dwgoenm)

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

Bobobo 6. ©gduEHOMAIPMORBOL Bo3oW0dOM JMT030
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Dextrorphan/Dextrorphan-D3

14 . y=0.0018x + 0.1419
. 2 =(.9379
1 i . Dextror;lian}) Dextrorphan-d3
Lodrgom
08 o P
0.6
0.4 * Linear
02 . )/‘/ (Dextrorphan/Dextrorphan-d3
' 0 '’ Lodwgoenm)
0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700

Boba®bo 7. ©gJuEHOMORBOL Bo3ood®mm §Msg3030

LVM/DXM-D3
y = 1.2492x + 96.166

1900 + R2=0.9615
1000 . / ¢ LVM/DXM-d3 L5375
Linear (LVM/DXM-d3

500
o4 / Lsdedem)

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200

Bobobo 8. ©93mIgmnmOGBIBOL 535¢0dMHM M8030

Levorphanol-D3/Dextrorphan-D3

y = 0.0008x - 0.0127

0.4

P R?2=0.8573
03 ¢ Levorphanol-D3/Dextrorphan-
0.2 D3

Linear (Levorphanol-

0.1 *
/ D3/Dextrorphan-D3)
0

0 100 200 300 400 500

Bobobo 9. 93mOHFBBMEOL L35 0dOHM MR030

90090mwo  HOHBoL  396FGHMEgdgd0m 89230005 250M3035¢Mmm  ©IJLEGHMMIGMOFS6OL,
©9303gMORBBOLS O o0 T9BHodME0Egdol 30mb(396GHM309d0, 890ga700 obogm 3HOHOWO
6-do.
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4. 300901900 890092900 s 4bLixs

39965¢00Bg0E0 50 Lobberols 60ddoEsb IgmMMOHBIBOL 9bsbEHOMIGMgd0 IJLEOMIgomMME6O,
©93M3gNMORBB0 s Fomo gEs0MW0BHJOo ©IJHOMORBO S WY3MORBIBMWO 5BMRBL.
603dqdd0 bmdMoo: 8329, 1821, 7318, 2420, 3-02. HmymOE JOMIsGMyMdqdHg BsbL, dogomgm
RMAoLYMYWo  @IYMBS  OMYMOE  9bsbGOMIgMgdol,  sbgzg  Fomo  FgEHodME0Egdob.
JOB5GHM©58900 ©s L B3gdEHMYd0 obowgm LMoo 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 - By. FbmemE 9bsbGHOoMIgMHgdOL
©94Mx3d 3030090 M6 60dddo, bmdMgdom: 800-21 s 68453 (LMoo 7 s 8). Lbgs bodmdgdol
JOMBoBHM®58900 s L b3gdEBHMgdo obowgm IbsGMTo.

i /\ Chromatogram Resulis X
Y g

i2 o tle@u¢ls[aoc s x[¢]Ea e %% E A v e

x102 |+*ESI MRM Frag=135.0V CID@44.0 (258.0000 -> 157.099) N4 8329 0027.d

i Levorphanol -D3

Dextrophan D-3

)1

" 121314151517 1819 2 212223242526272825 3 3132333435 36273839 4 414243444546474849 5 515253545556575859 6 616263646566676869 7 7172
Counts vs. Acquisition Time (min)

£ ]| MS Spectrum Resulls X

(2o tla@H ¢ Ea0c ¢ -n)[w]n n %% % & sl
x102 +ESI MRM:4 (5.61 min) Frag=135.0v CID@** (272.4000 > 171.0996) N4 8329 0027.d
1 1710996

%102 +ESI MRM:8 (4.83 min) Frag=135.0v CID@" (261.0000 -» 133.1992) N4 8329 0027.d
133,992

%10 1 |+ESI MRM:G (4.82 min) Frag=135.0V CID@" (258.0000 - 157.0996) N4 8329 0027.d

127 128 129 130 131 132 133 134 135 136 137 138 139 140 141 142 143 144 145 146 147 148 149 150 151 152 163 154 155 156 157 158 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 166 167 168 168 170 171 172 173 174 176 176 177 178 179
Counts vs. Mass-to-Charge (m/z)

Lm0 2. 50dmdo 8329-0l JOHMmToGmaMsds s sl L3gd@®o.
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¢ /\ Chromatogram Resulls X

P2 e

NSRS LA 2] % R B i x| 3

+ES| MRM Frag=135.0V (272.4000 -> 147.0996) N6 1821 0029.d Smoath

Dextrophan D-3

*5.65

evorphanol -D3 DXM

143

1213141516171819 2 212223242526272829 3 313233343536373839 4 414243444546474849 5 515253545556575859 6 616263646566676869 7 7172
Counts vs. Acquisition Time (min)

£ 1|1 MS Spectrum Resuits X

H Y

t 0w [aaloc +-I[m]e o R% % =lE

x10 1

"~

+ESI MRM (3.83-3.97 min. 41 Scans) Frag=135.0V (272.4000 -» **) N6 1821 0029.d

14709% 171.09%

213.0596

+ESI MRM:8 (3.51 min) Frag=135.0v CID@™ (261.0000 -» 133.1992) N6 1821 0029.d
133.1982

x10 1 +ESI MRM:9 (3.53 min) Frag=135.0V CID@"* (258.0000 -> 157.0936) N6 1821 0029 d

-

"~

157,099

128 130 132 134 136 138 140 142 144 146 148 150 152 154 156 158 160 162 164 166 168 170 172 174 176 178 180 182 184 186 188 190 192 194 196 198 200 202 204 206 208 210 212 214 216
Counts vs. Mass-to-Charae (m/z)

bmEomo 3. 6odwdo 1821-0l JOmTo@macsds s s bdgdE®o.

i /\ Chromatogram Resuits X
R AR A AR

Aﬁmf|%ﬂﬁ|m Minutes =

x102

+ESI MRM Frag=135.0v CID@™ (272.4000 > 171.0996) N4 7318 MRM 0084.d Smocth

) Levorphanol -D3 Dextrophan D-3

02 04 06 08 1 12 14 16 18 2 22 24 26 28 3 32 34 36 38 4 42 44 46 48 5 52 54 56 58 6 62 64 66 68 7 72
Counts vs. Acquisition Time (min)

x102
1

x102

: fl1 MS Spectrum Resuits X

+ESI MRM:9 (3.49 min) Frag=135.0V CID@™ (258.0000 -> 157.0996) N4 731 MRM 0064.d
157,099

+ESI MRM:8 (3.43 min) Frag=135.0v CID@™ (261.0000 -> 157.0396) N4 7318 MRM 0064 d
157.0996

+ESI MRM:5 (3.88 min) Frag=135.0v CID@™ (272.4000 -> 171.0396) N4 7318 MRM 0064.d

171396

150 151 152 153 154 155 156 15/ 156 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 166 167 168 189 10 /1 122 13 74 /5 76 17 18 17
Counts vs. Mass-to-Charge (m/z)

Lm0 4. 5odMTo 7318-0 JOHMoGHMYM5Bs s oL L3gdG®o.



i /A Chromatogram Results

ivetlO@E¢ S0 s r|PlIA KL D% B A e ME|

x10 2 [*ESI MRM Frag=135.0v CID@™ (272.4000 -> 171.0996) N5 2420 MRM 0065.d Smooth
221

Levorphanol —-D3 Dextrophan D-3

08

06

04

02

02 04 06 08 1 12 14 16 18 2 22 24 26 28 3 32 34 36 38 4 42 44 46 48 5 52 54 56 58 6 62 64 66 68 7 72
Counts vs. Acquisition Time (min)

: 1[I MS Spectrum Resulis x
102 +ESI MRV (349 min) Frag=135.0V CID@"" (258.0000 > 157.0996) N5 2420 MRM 0065.d

g 157,099

05

0

1102 *ESI MRV (343 min) Frag=135.0V CID@" (2610000 > 157.0996) N5 2420 MR 0065 d

157,0996

2 7

1

0

102 | #ESI MRVL4 (5,65 min) Frag=135.0V CID@*" (272.4000 -> 171.0996) N5 2420 MRM 00654

171,039
1
0 T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
150 151 152 153 1% 1% 1% 157 155 159 160 161 162 163 164 165 166 167 168 18 10 171 172z 173 14 155 16 177 15 179

Counts vs. Mass-to-Charge (m/z)

b0 5. 6odmdo 2420-0b JOHMToGHMyMsds s sl L3gdG®o.

i /\ Chromatogram Resulls

2ot lQRHII5 5 7 P[] % B Bl = minctes

IR=]

%102 |+ESI MRM Frag=135.0v CID@" (272.4000 -» 171.0996) N9 3-02
1

MRM 006%.d Smooth

DSW

03 Levorphanol €

DXM

*5.66
979

02 04 06 08 1 12 14 16 18 2 22 24 26 28 3 32 34 36 38 4 42 44 46 48 5
Counts vs. Acquisition Time (min)

52 54 56 58

i 11| MS Spectrum Resulis
%102 +ESI MRM:4 (5,66 min) Frag=135.0V CID@" (272.4000 - 171.0996) N9 3-02 MRM 0069.d

%102 +ESI MRM:8 (4.80 min) Frag=135.0V CID@™" (261.0000 -> 133.1992) N9 3-02 MRM 0069.d
1 133882

0.5

x101 *ESI MRM:9 (3 48 min) Frag=135.0V CID@* (258.0000 -> 157.0996) N9 3-02 MRM 0069 d

157.0996

171.0996

Bs 1 R 4 1% 138 o 2 A4 146 w8 1h0 k2 1% 156 1h 160 162 164
Counts vs. Mass-to-Charge (m/z)

bO500 6. 50dMdo 3-02-0L JOHMIoBHMAEmsds s AL b3gdGHMo.
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.&.ﬁ.ﬁkE\%&;xlu Mintes e

6.d Smooth

o2 Levorphanol -D3 L¥M

[y P

Dextrophan D-3 DXM

1213141516171819 2 212223242526272829 3 313233343536373839 4 414243444546474849 5 515253545556575859 6 616263646566676869 7 7172
Counts vs. Acquisition Time (min)

 1l] MS Specirum Resuils X
(2ot QBY C[Ealo e 4 n][e]e k%t Bl =g

x102 +ES| MRM:5 (3.88 min) Frag=135.0v CID@" (272.4000 -> 147.0996) N3 800-21 0026.d

12

1

0.3

06

0.4

02

0

x102 +ESI MRM:8 (351 min) Frag=135.0v CID@" (261.0000 -> 133 1992) N3 800-21 0026 d
133.1992

0.8

0.6

04

0.2

W s % 1 1 1@ 133 % 1B % 1w 138 13 M0 M 1@ W3 1M 1 w6 @7 e e o 1Rl 1B 13 1k
Counts vs. Mass-to-Charge (mfz)

Lm0 7. 6odmdo 800-21-0b JOMo@GMyMsds s Aol L3gJG®o.

¢ /\ Chromatogram Results X
2ot QB CI S0 C 5 r[elL s8] %% E = v M)
x102 +ESI MRM Frag=135.0V CID@** (261.0000 -> 133.1892) N4 63453 MRM 0056.d Smaoath

16{' DXM 1

15
14

. Dextrophan D-3

12 B3

LVM

1
0.9:
0.8-
0.7-
0.6
0.5
0.4-

Levorphanol D3

02 04 08 08 1 12 14 15 18 2 22 24 26 28 3 32 34 36 38 4 42 44 45 48 5 52 54 56 58 b6 62 64 66
Counts vs. Acquisition Time (min)

i ¥ Spectrum Preview X
ide QY
x102 +ESI MRM:2 (4.76 min) Frag=135.0v CID@ (261.0000 -+ 133.1992) N4 68453 MRM 0056.d

133.1992
12

11

1
09
08
07
06
05
04
03
02
01

[1}

%7 1275 %8 1285 128 1285 130 1305 131 1316 12 135 133 1335 1% 135 13 1365 1% 1365 13 1375 138 1335 139 135
Counts vs. Mass-to-Charge (m/z)

Lm0 8. bodmBo 68453-0L JOHMT>EMYMTs s Aol B3gEH&o.



900930 306396530930, 3030L BoMMMDYOOL g sbom {OHBOL gobBmemgdsdo, dmEgdoeos

gb®o 3-do.

3b®oo 3. gJLEHOMIGOMOFGIH6OL, 93MmTJNMORIBOL, IJLEAOMORIBOLS S WgzMOFIEMEOl

30b6396@®s30900.
609730l | ©9JuEHMMIYOMOBBOL | gz3mBgmMmORBHOL | IJLEHOMORBOL | gzmORBmEOl
bmdgHo 30b3963HS300 3M6396@®o300 3M6396¢®5300 3Mb6396¢Hs300

8329 322.6 17.5 34365.6 115015.9

1821 280.8 37.5 29365.6 132515.9

7318 363.4 448.2 49365.6 480015.9

2420 883.5 209.6 43810.1 457515.9

3-02 822.3 236.0 66032.3 320015.9
800-21 279.9 176.8 - -

68453 465.5 78.3 - -

0119 266.2 - - -

63-21 2718.1 - - -
810-22 483.9 - - -
159-22 483.9 - - -

0118 78.6 - - -
199-22 71.8 - - -
134-22 199.1 - - -
194-22 249.7 - - -

68953 115.5 - - -
655-28 96.1 - - -
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5. 53336990

dbMMEIGMOHRBOL  9BsbEHOMIIM900, ©IJLEHMMIGPMORBO s g3MmIgMMOGBSEO,
50dmBbs Lolberol 2 603 ddo.

G603 39gmO BBl 965630mIgMH9gd0, olig Fsmo 39EHodMmE0@gd0 259mBbs Lolbwol 5
608m3do.

dbMwMmE 9OHM0 9656EGH0MIGM0, 9JuEGMMIGNMORBO 50dMBbEs Lobberols 10 6odmIdo.
390060 56 50dmPBs Lolberols 32 60dwddo.

Bmy0900 60dwddo BsbL 3030 2,6 fmnby, GmIgwog g8mbzg3zs 9bsbEGH0MIgMHgdolL G-
96m 3OMm©I@E 0mbl (274 -> 171 m/z).
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7. ©3656G0

/A Chromatogram Resaults *
(2ot QBH ¢ 5A|0c s [e]EA L% KB =t )

103 |*ES! MRM Frag=135.0V CID@" (261.0000 -> 133.1992) N2 16422

4 Dextrophan D-3 ;
Levorphanol -D3

12

" 1213141516171819 2 212223242526272829 3 313233343536373839 4 414243444546474849 5 5152563545556575859 6 61626364 6566676869 7 7172
Counts vs. Acquisition Time (min)
i 1L MS Spectrum Results %
l2e 0@ ¢[Ealoc ¢ -inlHen D% % n el
102 +ESI MRM.E (351 min) Frag=135.0v CID@"" (2610000 > 133.1992) N2 15422 0025.d
12

11
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